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PROCEEDINGS

^

01"' THE

PENN'A STATE AGEICULTURAL SOCIETY.

IIarrisburg, Tuesday, January 18lh, 1853.

In accordance with the fourth section of the constitution of the Pennsylva-

nia State agricuUural society, the said society met on the third Tuesday of

January, 1853, in the Hall of the House of Representatives.

A quorum of members being present, the meeting was organized by the

motion of Jacob S. Haldeman electing Charles B. Trego, as President pro

tern.

On motion, a committee of three, consisting of David Mumma, jr., Alger-

non S. Roberts, and Joseph Konigmacher, was appointed to invite his Excel-

lency the Governor, and Heads of Department, to be present during the meet-

ing.

A. O. Heister, chairman of the committee of judges on field crops, appomted

for the last annual exhibition, made report, which, together with its recom-

mendations, on motion of David Mumma, jr., was adopted.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FIELD CROPS.

The Committee on Field Crops, in this the first report, beg leave to con-

gratulate the society, that whilst the last census presents our noble State as lirst

among her sisters in some of the most important staple crops, in the aggregate.

The interest exerted by our agricultural exhibitions, and the competition elicited

by the olTer of honorable premiums, has brought to our knowledge another

fact, that without extraordinary attention and without any idea of competing

for premiums at the time of planting and cultivating, we are also first and foremost

among our sister Stales in the production of particular field crops.

The dissemination of agricultural information generally, and the reports of

special results from particular modes of ploughing, planting, and manuring, as

sent forth by the society, must exert a most heahhful influence in awakening

the energies of the farmer, and exciting a spirit of laudable rivalry and emula-

tion thro'ughout the State. And if such are to be the result of our efforts, we

may with great propriety claim continued liberal patronage and public favor.

The committee would most respectfully, at this stage of their report, rccom-

mend-a revision of the premiums for field crops, so as to excite greater public

attention and competition, and that premiums hereafter be dispensed m a more

liberal and extended m-mncr. We owe it to the cau«o in which we arc engaged,
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«nd our present resources and future prospects will i„„f . .ducement. The father of his country ha. l,,' ^T^'u
"'"""""' "-

household saying, that the „,an who cL lake .wo m?; "r
""" '"""^ ^

but one grew before, should be consid.L k u
°'^^"'' ^'°'^ ^here

"berally hi. who ;akes by h :t .t^ S'" 'r'"'"' ^^' "^ --"'
wheat grow where but one grew befor a^d

' "
T"""'

'"" '^"^''^'^ "^
society his manner of doin/i, so ri " ^ ?""''" '^°™"'""i<=a,es to the

2d. John A. M'Crea of WhiteZsh J "^
'""' "'^"P^""^ P"'"?^'"^.

ninety three bushels of shelleT rT ^r^rTcT"'
'"""''' ^^""^^'-"'^'

perches. P*"^ ""^^ "n eleven acres and twenty-four

3d. John B. Bitzer, West Pari t

4th. John B. Bitzer Wp«. p . t
' ''"^ ^"^«-

1st. Reuben Weidler Ra ii

2A Joseph Lrndilc „r r „ ' '•" '" ''°»' »» •"• .cr.

perches.
'^

'
°" '«'"""'"«'»"• l"."dr.,l .„d ,„„,,,^„^

fo,.,hLlZT '"""'" """"• »•'»«- ..." bee. „a „„e.

Thp n^^ •

^ '"^'^^ ^^ culiure.
J ne committee regret ilvAt in o^ 1 ^

•i- «.M f.., cnpii.;,:'
. w.,eT.:i°rT""' "" -"=" " «'»

J",
be,,, e.pe,,.J ,h.„ ,„ ,„ ^J'

™""°" PP''""-. .hho.gh i, ,„. ,„

per bushel or per acre. We have no doubt this defect will be corrected here-
after. The committee deem the rules of the society, by most of the competi-
tors, to have been complied with, and we find no difficulty in making our
awards. After a careful examination and comparison of the difficult statements

and samples which are herewith submitted to the society for examination and
distribution, the committee award as follows:

George Walker, first premium for best five acres of corn,

And a complimentary premium for the same, of - .
' -

John A. M'Crea, for second best five acres of corn, - - .

John B. Bitzer, first premium for corn on one acre, - - .

Reuben Weidler, fir-^t premium for one acre wheat, - - .

John Wilkinson, first premium on carrots on one acre,

And a complimentary premium for the same, - - - .

$15 00

50 00

5 00

8 00

8 00

8 00

20 00

A. O. HEISTER,
MICHAEL DOUBLE,
JACOB FRANTZ.

WOODBOURNE, SuSQUEHANNA Co., Pa., Oct. 14, 1852.
The subscribers have this day examined the corn raised by Mr. George

Walker, on his farm at this place.

We measured carefully with a surveyor's chain, one square acre of the field

embracing an average of the field.

We then counted the hills of corn in each outside row, and found one hun-
dred and twenty-eight hills long by thirty-three wide. We then selected an
average row, and beginning on one side, husked twenty-six hills, which we
shelled and measured, and there was a little over a full bushel.

The corn was not dry, and probably will shrink from one-fourth to one-
third. The present amount would be one-hundred and sixty bushels of shelled
corn—one hundred and twenty bushels of dry merchantable corn.

WM. JESSUP,
AVM. D. COPE,
A. CHAMBERLIN.

George Walker's Mode of CuUivation.
I ploughed five acres of green sward for corn in the beginning of May, 1852,

and hauled one hundred loads of manure on the same. After the manure was
spread, the ground was well harrowed and planted the last of May, in rows
three and one half feet apart, in rows running east and west, from three to five

grains in the hill. Two bushels of lime, mixed with three bushels of plaster,

was applied to said five acres of corn very soon after it came up. A plough
did not enter the field after the corn was planted. The ground was kept loose
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and mellow, and the grass and weeds suhdued by the use of the cultivator,

making but litde use of the hand hoe. A specimen of the corn was exhibited

at the State fiiir at Lancaster, it being of tlie wliite flint species, eight rowed,
small cob, and long ears, more than one foot in lengtli.

In addition to the enormous yield of one hundred and sixty bushels of shelled

corn to the acre, the same field of five acres produced twenty tons of superior

pumpkins, some of which weighed more than forty-one pounds. Said field

is situated on one of the highest hills in Susquehanna county, being an oak,

pine, beech, and sugar maple ridge j; soil a sandy loam.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

GEORGE WALKER.

John B. Bifzer's Mode of Ctdtivafion.

I, E. Burkliolder, of West Earl township, Lancaster county, certify that I

measured with compass and chain, five acres of land* put into corn, on the

farm of John B. Bitzer, in W^est Earl township, Lancaster county, and the

f^amc land ofiT of which Mr. Bitzer took off a crop of corn for exhibition for

premium at the Pennsylvania Agricultural State fair, and that the same was
correcdy measured.

Witness my hand, this L^)th of October, 1852.

E. BURKHOLDER.

We, the subscribers, do hereby certify that the above five acres of land were
lightly manured before it was ploughed, and twice harrowed before the corn
was planted, and was checkered and planted on the 18th and 19th days of May,
with hoes. Three grains were put to the hill, and the hills three and one-half
feet apart. The land was rolled immediately after it was planted, and after it

was grown out of the ground about three or four inches high, it was twice cul-

tivated with a small shovel harrow, crossways, &c. ; and also, twice plouo-hed

with the cultivator. And further certify, that the present is the third crop of
corn raised in due successive years or seasons on the said five acres of land.

The field from which the above five acres are surveyed and laid off, containing
about fourteen or fifteen acres.

Witness our bunds, this 16th day of October, 1852.

,TOHN H. OBERHOLTZER,
LEVI BARD,
SAMUEL BURKHOLDER,
HENRY STONER,
CHRISTIAN OBERHOLTZER,

H. H. OBERHOLTZER,
JOHN R. BITZER,
SAMUEL BURGHOLDER,
ADAM SANDOE.

We, the subscribers, do hereby certify that John B. Bitzer, of West Earl
township, Lancaster county, practical farmer, has raised on the above five acres

*Dingram omitted.

ot land, tnis season, lonr hundred and iwenty- eight bushels oi corn, auu

further, do certify that the same corn was measured in our presence, truly and

correctly.

Witness our hands, this 1 6th day of October, 1 852.

ADAM SANDOE,
JOHN R. BITZER,
SAMUEL BURGHOLDER.

I, John Hellinger, of West Earl township, certify that I husked four acres

t)f the above five acres, by the acre, for John B. Bitzer ; and that I am now

forty-two years of age, and during which time, I husked a great deal of corn,

but never met any In my life equal to the above 5 produced more corn to the

acre than any I have ever seen.

Witness ray hand, this 16th of October^ 1852.

JOHN HARLINGAR.

We, the subscribers, do hereby certify that John B. Bitzer has raised this

season a better and far heavier crop of corn on his farm in West Earl town-

ship, Lancaster county, than we have ever seen raised in the county of Lan-'

caster.

Witness our hands, this 16th day of October, 1852.

JOHN SHEAFPER, LEVI BARD,

CHRISTIAN OBERHOLTZER, SAMUEL BURKHOLDER,
HENRY STONER,H. H. OBERHOLTZER,

JOHN R. BITZER,
SAMUEL BURGHOLDER,
ADAM SANDOfi,

JOHN HOBENHOLTZER,

E. BURKHOLDER,
M. Sv GROFF,
JOHN SHEAFFER.

John a, Bifier's Mode of Cultivalion.

I, E. Burkholder, of West Earl township^ Lancaster county, certify that 1

measured with compass and chain, one acre of land* put into corn, on the

farm of John B. Bitzer, of West Earl township, Lancaster county, and the

«ame land off of which Mr. Bitzer took off a crop of cofn for exhibition for

premium at the Petinsylvania Agricultural State fair, and that the same was

tjorrectly measured.

Witness my hai»d> this l5lU <lay of October, 1862*

E. BURKHOLDER*

We, the subscribers, do hereby certify that the above one acre of land wai

lightly matiuted before it was ploughed, twice harrowed before the corn was

planted, and was checkered and planted with hoes on the iSth and 19th of

^Diagram omitted.
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May, 185^. Three grains were put to the hill; each hill three and one-half

feet apart. The land was rolled immediately after it was planted ; and after it

was grown out of the ground about three or four inches high, it was twice cul'-

tivated with a small shovel harrow, crossways, Sic, ; and also, twice ploughed

with the cultivator. And further certify, that the present is the third crop of

corn raised In due successive years or seasons on the said one acre of land^

The field from which the above one acre is surveyed and laid off contains

about fourteen or fifteen acres of land.

Witness our hands, this 16th day of October, 1852.

JOHN H. OBERHOLTZER, H. H. OBERHOLTZER,
JOHN R. BITZER,
SAMUEL BURGHOLDER,
ADAM SANDOE.

LEVI BARD,
SAMUEL BURKHOLDER,
HENRY STONER,
CHRISHAN OBERHOLTZER,

We, the undersigned, do hereby certify that John B. Bilzer, of West Earl
township, Lancaster county, practical farmer, has raised off of one acre of land
this season, ninety-six and three-fourths bushels of shelled corn. And further

do certify that the same corn was measured in our presence truly and correctly.,

Witness our hands, this 16th day of October, 1852.

JOHN R. BITZER,
SAMUEL BURGHOLDER,
ADAM SANDOE.

James A. MCrta's Mode of Cultivation.

The undersigned respectfully presents the accompanying certificates of the
measurement of the land and its product in corn, in competition for the pre-
mium offered by the agricultural society of the State of Pennsylvania.

In this section of our State such a crop is exceedingly beyond the average,
and elicited warm encomiums from all who had an opportunity of seeing its

luxuriant growth. The mode of cultivation was that usually employed in this
county, viz. :

A sod of more than twenty years growth was broken up in March, harrowed
thoroughly, then hoe harrowed and furrowed out for planting, four and three
and one-half feet. The corn was planted the first week in May, about two-
thirds with Dutton and the remainder with mixed variety. My neighbor farmers
were of opinion that if the mixed variety alone had been planted, the yield
would have been materially increased ^ of this, however, I am not satisfied.
The irregular outline of the field rendered it impracticable to institute a com-
parison with that accuracy which should always accompany agricultural experi-
ments to entiUe them to confidence.

A given bulk of the mixed variety was found to shell off about four percent,
more by measure, and eight per cent, less by weight, than the Dutton.

11

The Dutton corn was selected with referenfie to iU character for maturing

«arly, as the desire was to bring the field back into grass in the shortest possi-

ble time. The unusual character of the autumn, however, defeated this object,

and also showed no difference in favor of the Dutton over the mixed variety

on the score of earlier maturity. I may also note that the fodder was very

rank over the entire field, much of it from fifteen to sixteen feet high, and none

under twelve feet. The Dutton corn with us is not often more than nine or

ten feet high.

There was no manure employed, and the rapid growth of the crop did not

permit it to be stirred more than twice with the cultivator.

JAMES A. M'CREA.

Ardenheim Farm, Whitemarsh township,

Montgomery county. Pa., JavHy 6, 1853.

Montgomery Co., January 6, 1853.

I hereby certify that I superintended harvesting and measuring the corn crop

grown upon eleven acres and iwenty-four perches, on the farm of Dr. James

A. M'Crea, in Whitemarsh township, Montgomery county, and that said crop

was one thousand and twenty-eight bushels of shelled corn.

JOSEPH NEIMAN.

I hereby certify that I measured accurately the field of corn upon the farm

of Dr. James A. M'Crea, in August last, and that the same contains eleven

acres and twenty four perches of land.

JOSEPH HUSTON, Surveyor.

Reuben Weidman's Mode of Cultivation.

The ground was timothy sod ; it was accurately surveyed by William WeiJ^

man, on the 1st of October, 1852, and found to contain one hundred and fifty-

five and a half perches—less four and a half perches than one acre.

The mode of cultivation was as follows : ploughed in the spring, ^^^^n, pu*

in with potatoes, and after they were raised, about sixteen one horse loaA of

manure spread over it 5 then again ploughed about eight inches deep, and har-

TOwed until in good seeding order, and then sowed in with one bushel and three

pecks of what is called the Ohio wheat, with the drill. The wheat was reaped,

shocked, and then stacked, and remained there until the 4th day of October,

1852, when it was thrashed and yielded thirty-eight and one-half bushels by

measure, and weighed sixty-two and two-thirds pounds, which makes forty

bushels and twelve and two-thirds pounds of wheat by weight.

Certified by us, October 18th, 1852.
„,r.Tr.A;f 4tmWILLIAM WEIDMAN,

JOHN W. LEBER.



www.manaraa.com

12

Oats raised by Benjamtn Buckwalter

™,. . . , ., . ,

^*" Lampeter, September 6tL 1862Th.s ,s 10 cernfy .ha. the oa.s field contained eight acres and on hSedand twenty-five perches neat measure.
"unareu

Witness our hands.

ABRAHAM BUCKWALTER,
BENJAMIN BUCKWALTER.

Jytfher""'
'"' *' ''"^ ''""•"^ "' '^"'' P"'''"-'^ ^^ J^-dred and

Witness our hands.

HENRY GROFF,
BENJAMIN BUCKWALTER.

Carrot, ^n 1852, me«,«„«^ one t/wusandand seventeen bushels per aere
The ground was a good sandy loam, principally mica slate, the fertile surface sod about eight inches in depth.

r j w, me lertile sur-

It had been in lucern for two vears nivvio.... .« u i

The sward was turned underZTi^ZZXt^J 'T''
with the subsoil plow ,0 the depth of six nche 1; '

I
,'"'

'"' "^'"^

with four hundred pounds PeruWan ^ua„^ ZT I'
'^ "''" """"''^

loads of compos,, c'„usisti„r„f he rr „.s JT '"'"'^•'^^ '^'^ ""^^^

of guano, decomposed flesh ofIZZZ I Zril ''"'% ^'''^^"'"^^

of ditches, thoroughly incorporated w th the sod' '';t/'^^7=^^
^^^^ ''-'^s

6th of May, in drills two and onehalf f.tap t JJ ""f'"'' ""
acre. The variety, l„n^^ orange.

^
' "

''"' ^"""^ ^'^ P"'

They were kept clean Ihroughout the spa<,nn . „,„ u i

and were cultivated principally'wi.h horses „"' 7 ,r"
""'"' ""' •"'•'^'

Rogers, of Philadelphia, e^Lsly for ;« p;;! ."'^^^^ "t '-' ""- ^'

surface of the land three times durin. the seas^ L ^•^\^"V«°'""?
'^^

%ht one horse plow. The crop wasCtsMle1^^ i;'^ '

xiXr ^^~ ''
''' '-^« --' p'-. -rgt^evei!::

By the use of the sub soil plow for diggins carrots ,n^ .• •
team will do the work of twen.y.fi ve orSvZ . TT '°"''' ' ^'^""^

as well as it can be done by manual labon
"^

' ' '" "^ "*"•'' ^^-''^
I preserve them in pits ; cover thpm v^iih ^ .u . .

from thirty-seven to fifty cents per bushpl I K . f ' ^ ^""^ ^""^^

dollars per acre.
"j'warus ot lour hundred and fifty

13

All of which is respectfully submitted to the Committee on Root Crops, of

the Pennsylvania State agricultural society.

^ WILKINSON.

Germantown, Pa., December 22, 1852.

I do certify that I assisted to produce the crop of carrots grown by Mr.

Wilkinson, of the Mount Airy agricultural institute, in 1852, and that one acre,

surveyed by Mr. L. H. Gause, (mathematical teacher of the institute,) pro-

duced one thousand and seventeen bushels, good measure, per acre, of the

best shaped carrots, and least proportion of tops to the roots that I ever saw,

and I have been familiar with their production for the past ten years.

I do further certify, that this was the largest crop that I ever assisted to bar-

vest, and the extraordinary yield was owing to the liberal, thorough, and scien-

tific manner in which the crop was manured and cultivated.

S. F. UNRAH.

Sworn and subscribed before me, this 16lh day of December, 1852.

ROBERT THOMAS,

Justice of the Peace in and for the county of Philadelphia, Pa.

I certify that I surveyed with a compass and chain for Mr. John Wilkinson,

of the Mount Airy agricultural institute, one acre of the ground occupied by

his carrot crop, in 1852, which he subsequently had carefully measured, for

the purpose of competing for the prizes offered by numerous agricultural socie-

ties, and I am satisfied that the survey was accurately made.

Ti. H. GAUSE, Surveyor.

Sworn and subscribed before me, this I6lh day of December, 1852.

ROBERT THOMAS,

Justice of the Peace in and for the county of Philadelphia, Pa.

Mr. Bucher, treasurer of the society, submitted the following report

:

GEORGE H. BUCHER, Treasurer Pennsylvania State agricultural

society.

DR.

1852.

January 7—To balance in treasury as per settlement on 20th,

Admission fees of members, - - "

44 44 ** • • -

4« *6 member, - -
. "

To cash of Robert J. Ross, on account of subscriptions

of the citizens of Harrisburg, towards expenses of

State fair, - - •
„ ^^^ ^^

To State appropriations for 1851, - - - 2,000 00

To membership fees, - - ,'•.•*
To cash of John P. Rutherford, Swatara subscription

towards expenses of State fair at Harrisburg, - 70 uu

To membership fees, - „ " ^ .
" tt •

*

To subscription of A. O. Heister to State fair at Hams-

burg, per H. Gilber^ - - - .• 5 ou

hi

February,

March,
** 22,

** 30,

April,

28,

$578 54

24 00
10 00
1 00

44

August,
** 20,
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" 28,

October,

s

** 22,

Nov'r. 3,

** JO,

Dec,
" JO,

J 853.

JanV. 3,

" 5,

" 6.

14

To MeniKnrship fees,

lo membership fees and diplomas. -

nckeudunng the fair at Lancaster, 20ih, 2 1st, and

To iife membership certificates, JameJ Gowen,
" Peleg B. Savery,

C. H. Rogers,
'

To ainoiinf nf \ n ti • " ^^"^"^^ t!. Stanihan<rh,

Tos~ imion n?V P '»' T f" ^'"'^'"•'"' ''"•"i^hed

,

by r"f!^ Kelker!' ?'
'''''''!' '"

''T''"''
''''"' ^'''

To membership fees.
To premium returned by Abner Thom'pson, -"

To Slate appropriations for 1852, .

*
ro^membership fees paid Robert C. Walker dm-ing tl,;

To premium returned by Bolden & Prire
"

To Lancaster subscription connected with the fair, I

15

hi

4t

64

38 OQ

57 50

20 00
92 50

8,385 51

JO 00
10 00
JO 00
10 00
16 Jl

JO 00
1 00

10 00

- 2,000 00

22 00
6 00

1,500 00

$15,413 41

CR.

^rentofofTlce and incidental, - '. **

runiiture for office,..."
Stationery, - . ,

" "

Seal and press for office, 1

Postages and telegraphic despatches,

'

J ems used at Lalicaster fair,
^rain, hay and straw bought for fair.Deduct grain sold, . . J

Lumber purchased for lair ground,
i>educt amount sold, .

$298 49
135 02

85 00
64 81

33 17d
17 50
60 51 i

260 00

$1,790 8U
1,410 8li

'^t'ltdt' ^T""^ 'y-'-'^^'^y ^^ -^ ^-in; the ,,:
Police during the fair, -

" * " -

Superintendents on fair ground,
.'

' ' "

Printing, - - .

Freight and sidlings,

" ' ' - -

Expenses of business offices during the Hiir,

'

I [

163 47

380 00
143 25
370 97

590 33
450 23
87 00

696 19.4

198 89]
396 15

Kxpenses incurred by Secretary,

Hardware, «fec.,

Amount of premiums awarded al Lancaster, -

*• invested by order of Exei'utive Committee, -

** deposited in Dauphin Deposit Bank, by order of Ex
eculive Committee, - - -

600 0(>

154 18

$4,751 67
1,650 00

5,000 00

- 2,000 00

Balance in treasury,

13,401 67
- 2,011 74

5,413 41

We, the undersigned, having been appointed a committee ia audit the above

account of the treasurer of the Pennsylvania State agricultural society, having

examined the accompanying vouchers and compared them with the report, find

it correct.

DAVID MUMMA, Jr.,

J. P. RUTHERFORD-

REPORT OF THE RECORDING SECRETARY.
The closing of the second year of the Pennsylvania Slate agricultural society

furnishes the evidence that its organization has been for good, ami that it has

received that attention from its friends commensurate with the importance to le

attached to an institution intended lo *' foster and improve agriculture, horti-

culture, and the domestic and household arts/* It has also afforded sufficient

proof that there does exist in Pennsylvania all the elements required to carry

forward and foster succcj^sfiiliy a Stale agricultural socieiy.

The proceedings of ihe year, which are those of ihe Executive Committee,

have been nearly altogether of a business nature, and are made up from liiC

minutes of said committee, which has been in session ei^ht times since the last

annual meeting of the society. A very considerable amount of labor and time

is required from, and has been cheerfully given, by the members of the Execu-

tive Committee, upon whom has devolved all the business of the association.

The following resolution was passed by the Executive Committee, at their

meeting on 10th December last

:

Resolved, That experience has shown that our annual exhibitions have here-

tofore been held too late in the season, and that our next annual exhibition and

cattle show shall be held on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, the

27th, 28th, 29th, and 30th days of September next.

In accordance with the constitution of the United States agricultural society,

which makes provision for the establishment of a Board of Agriculture, to be

appointed by the respective State agricultural societies, the Executive Commit-

tee has appointed Frederick Walts, John H. EwiiJg, and H- N. M'Allistcrf

members of said Board of Agriculture.
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desired to invite life members from their respective districts. Each vice presf-

dent, furnishing ten life members, would give the society $2,500, or near dou-
ble the amount of premiums paid out the last year.

It will be seen by the treasurer's report that there are funds in the treasury
to warrant a very considerable enlargement of ihe premium list and an increase
of premiums for the next fair, which is designed to be done by the Executive
Committee.

,

The reports of the judges who served on the several committees for the last

exhibition, (of which three thousand copies have been published and distributed
among the members of the society,) show a decided improvement on the part
of exhibitors in preparing statements in regard to culture, modes of manufac-
turing, <fec., &c.

It will be seen that the Executive Committee has increased the number of
days for holding the next exhibition to four, so as to enable exhibitors to have
entered and arranged in due time, all things intended for competition, to
give the judges more time in their adjudications, and to enable them to give
that attention to the making up of their reports, which their importance to
competitors and to the society so justly demand.

In submitting such abstracis from the records of the society as have been
designated, and which are hoped will contribute to the interest of our annual
meeting, I cannot refrain from congratulating the members of the society upon
Ihe successful effort that has been made by them to firmly establish in Penn-
sylvania an institution whose two years existence fully demonstrates that it is
rapidly approximating an equality with kindred associations, whose beneficenl
influences have aided agriculture throughout the worid.

We have reason to rejoice that as yet no obstacle has been met with to re-
tard the society in its gradual advancement to the position which it this day
occupies, and it is a gratification to know that the Treasury of the State has
been twice opened in its behalf, and that the Governor of the Commonwealth,
m his late annual message, has recommended the appointment of an agricuU
lural chemist, to act in conjunction with this and the county societies.
The interest that is felt in every part of the State, to have succeed the first

effort calculated to benefit the farmer^the legislative aid so confidently to be
rehed on—the members of the society now numbering thousands—the money
in Its treasury, and the willingness of almost every one to assist in its proma
tion, all mdicate a permanency of the Pennsylvania State agricultural society
which It ,s hoped will not cease while agriculture contributes to the comfoVt
and happiness of man.

ROBERT C. WALKER, Secretary

.hat an institution to impart instruction in the scL^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
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established, and that legislative provision be made for the appointment of a

State agricultural chemist.

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to report at an adjourned

meeting this evening, on the expediency of adopting measures for the establish-

ment of a Stale agricultural school, to be called *• The Farmers' High School

of the State of Pennsylvania."

Whereupon, the Chair appointed Algernon S. Roberts, A. O. Heister,

Joseph Konigmacher, James Carothers, and David Mellinger.

On motion of Thos. J. Jourdan, the society went into the nomination of offi-

cers, to be voted for by ballot, for the ensuing year.

On motion of Jacob S. Haldeman, it was resolved that the society proceed

to the election of officers for the ensuing year, and that the president of the

meeting appoint tellers to hold the election.

The president appointed as tellers, Jacob S. Haldeman and William S.

Picking. .
.f.

On motion, it was resolved that the polls be kept open from this time (^Uve

o'clock, P. M.) until six o'clock, P. M.

On motion, the meeting adjourned to meet this evening at seven o'clock.

EVENING SESSION.

A quorum of members being present, the society was called to order at seven

o'clock, by the president.

The tellers having received and counted the tickets, reported that they agreed

in their talleys, and read over the number of votes polled and to whom given.

The president then pronounced that the following officers were duly elected

for the ensuing year, and until another election :

Pmirfcn/—FREDERICK WATTS.
Vice Presidents,— Congressional districts :

1. Peleg B. Savery,

2. Joseph R. Ingersoll,

3. James Gowen,

4. Algernon S. Roberts,

5. John Kennedy,

6. Abraham R. M'llvaine,

7. Wm. Stavely,'

8. Henry Shubert,

9. John Strohm,

10. John P. Rutherford,

11. Amos Kapp,

12. Geo. W. Woodward,

13. Augustus Lukenbaugh,

14. William Jessup,

15. H. N. M'Allisler,

16. Jacob S. Haldemtn,

17. William Heiser,

18. John S. Isett,

19. John M'Farland,

20. John H. Ewing,

21. John Murdock,

22. William Martin, Sr.,

23. William Waugh,

24. William Bigler,

25. James Miles.

Additional Members of the Executive Committee.

John S. Evans, Isaac G. M'Kinley,

A. O. Heister, RobU M'Allister,

Simon Cameron.
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* 'Corresponding Secretarij~A. L. Ellwyn.

Recording Serretary—Robert C. Walker.

7V«««wrcr—George H. Bucher.

Chemist and Geo/ogisl—S. S, Haldeman.
Librarian—David Mumma.
Algernon S. Roberts, chairman of the commiltee appointed on the snbiect

of an agricuhural school, respectfully resports :—
That they believe the present to be an auspicious period for the introduction

into the State of Pennsylvania of a scientific and practical system of education,
particularly adapted to the improvement and extension of agricultural know-
ledge.

The advantages of a course of education specially directed to the acquisition
and dissemmatton of scientific branches of instruction, immediately connected
with the occupation of farming, are so obvious, that the committee do not deem
It necessary to enlarge on them at this time.
The committee believe that the most effectual method of exciting and aroue-ng he attention of the people to a subject so vastly important to our agricul-

tural communuy, is by the call of a general convention of delegates from allparts of the State, to meet at the capitol, when a full expression of publicanUment could be had, and if favorably entertained, such'.eans be'dop'dl
. would ensure success.

""P^u as

To commence an establishment of the proper kind, a large sum of moneywould not be necessary, and your committee are confident in the opinion that^he convention eould readily devise means for raising an amount, which, w^
id be

'°''"Vt ''°"'^'^"'«' -'' '^ -^odernt. appropriation from the State,

an^ftm.
' -tablishment and maintenance of an agricultural school

The»committee, therefore, offer the following resolution •

dafthe sth'of m1 "l '«"?"""'-^l
convention be held at Harrisburg, on Tues-

i?aLS.;'.otro\e"^^^,eraeT^=^^^^^

Legfslaturfror'L a^e /said T,r. ^TT ^"^ R«P^««^" 'stives in the

ALGERNON S. ROBERTS,
J. CAROTHERS,
JOSEPH KONIGMACHER,
A. O. HEISTER,

n .. ^ DAVID MELLINGER.
On^motion, the resolution attached to the report was unanimously adopted

ne,olved, That the constitution of the Pennsylvania State agricultural society
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be amended in the seventh paragrapli of the third section, hy inserting after the

word ** generally," the following : "anJ shall appoint annually at theirfirst

quarterly meetings a recording secretary and treasurer^ fix their salaries^

and require security from the treasurer^ if they deem it necessary; and in

the third line of the fourth section, by inserting after the word *' society,'* the

following : *' not otherwise appointed,''^

On motion of A. O. Heister, it was

Resolvedj That the treasurer of this society be authorized to pay the subor-

dinate officers of the House of Representatives two dollars each for their attend-

ance during the meeting, including the tellers.

On motion of A. O. Heistek* it was

Resolved^ That the thanks of this society be tendered to Charles B. Trego,

Esq., for the able and efficient manner in which he discharged the duties aS;

president of this meeting.

On motion, the rpeeting adjourned to meet at the lime and place of the next

.annual exhibition.

ROBERT C. WALKER,
Recording "Secretary.
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CONSTITUTION
OP THE

PENN'A STATE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY,

AS AMENDED THE 18th JANUARY, 1853.

I

The name of the society shall be the Pennsylvania State agricultural society.

The objects of this society are to foster and improve agriculture, horticulture^

and the domestic and household arts.

Section 1. The society shall consist of all such persons as shall signify ta

the Executive Committee their wish to become members, and shall pay to the

treasurer, on signing the constitution of the society, not less than one dollar ;:

and annually thereafter not less than one dollar; and also of honorary and cor-

responding members.

The officers of county agricultural societies in this State, or delegations there-

ftom, shall be members ex-officio of this society.

The payment of ten dollars shall constitute life membership, and exempt

the members so contributing from all annual payments.

Section 2. The officers of the society shall be a president, a vice president

from each Congressional district, three-fourths of whom shall be practical agri-

culturalists or horticulturists, a treasurer, a corresponding secretary, a recording

secretary, a librarian, an agricultural chemist and geologist, and such assistants

as the society may find essential to the transaction of its business ; an Execu-

tive Committee, consisting of the above named officers, and five additional

members.
Duties of the Officers,

Section 3. The president shall have a general superintendence of all the

aflfairs of the society. In case of the death, illness, or inability of the presi-

dent to perform the duties of his office, the Executive Committee shall select

a vice president to act in his stead, who shall have the same power, and per-

form the same duties as the president, until the next annual meeting.

Vice Presidents.

It shall be their duty to take charge of the affairs of the association in their

several districts; to advance all its objects, to call upon farmers to report as to

the condition of agriculture in their neighborhood ; to ask for information as to

the modes of cultivation adopted by different farmers, and as far as in their

power to make known the resources of their districts, the nature of its soil, its

geological character, and all such matter as may interest farmers in every part

of the State.
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T^teasurer,

'i'he treasurer shall kfeep an account of all ntoney^ paid into his hands, and
fehall pay bills when atidited and approved by the Executive Committee ; each

Order for payment niiist be signed by the president or chairman of the Execu-
tive Committee.

Correspondinp!; Secretary,
The duty of this officer shall be to invite a: Correspondence vtrith all persons

interested in agriculllire, whether in the Stale of Pennsylvania or elsewhere,

but especially with dUr consuls in foreign countries, that new seeds, vegetables

or live stock may b^ introduced ; and their fitness for cultivation and propaga-

tion in our climate be tested. At each stated meeting of the society he shall

read his correspondence, which shall, either the whole or such p^rts a:s may
be selected by the society, form a portion of the transactions.

H^ shall also correspond with the president or other officers of each State

socie^iy in th^ tlnited States, at least twice in the year, for piti'poses of com-
bined and mutual action, and to be informed of the result and progress of each
others efforts \ also, to invite mechanics to forward mcrdels or implements for

examination and trial.

The recording secretary shall keep the mintites of the society and of the Exec-
utive Committee ,• at the close of each year he shall prepare for publication
such parts of the minutes and transactions of the society as may be designated.

Thie librarian shall take charge of all books, pamphlets, <kc.^ belonging to

the society, and shall act as curator to preserve seeds, implements, or whatever
property the society may possess.

The Executive Committee shall transact th6 business of the society, gener-
ally I and shall appoint annually at their first quarterly meeting, a recording
secretary and treasurer, fix their salaries, and require security from the trea-

surer, if they deem it necessary^ shall superintend and direct the publication
of such of the reports and transactions as they may deem proper, and shall

designate the time and places foi* annual exhibitions, regulate the expenditures,
examine all accounts, and keep such general charge of the affairs of the society
as may best promote its interests.

They shall select their own chairman, and meet quarterly, and at any other
time when convened by the president ; five members shall form a quorum.
They shall call special meetings of the society when necessary.

Section 4. The society shall meet annually, on the third Tuesday of Janu-
ary, at Harrisburg, when all the officers of the society, not otherwise appointed,
shall be elected by ballot for the ensuing year, and until another election. They
shall also hold a general meeting at the time of the annual exhibition, and spe-
cial meetings whenever convoked by the Executive Committee,

Fifteen members shall form a quorum for the transaction of business, but no
member in arrears shall be entitled to the privileges of the society.

Section 5. This constitution may be altered or amended, at the annual meet-
ings in January, by a vote of two-thirds of the members in attendance.
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